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20 Horia Ciugudean
LAUDATIO

Colegiul de redactie al revistei The editors of the Apulum

SApulum®  din cadrul Muzeului journal, belonging to the Alba lulia

National al Unirii din Alba lulia a
adoptat hotardrea de a dedica volumul
din acest an eminentului arheolog
german PD Dr. Nikolaus Boroffka,
vechi colaborator §i prieten al scolii
arheologice romdnesti, cu ocazia
implinirii varstei rotunde de 60 de ani.
Fara a apartine arheologilor de
etnie germana originari din Romadnia,
asemenea lui Hans Schroller, Alfred
Prox sau Kurt Horedt, Nikolaus
Boroffka continua o lunga traditie a
scolii germane de cercetare a siturilor
arheologice din spatiul geografic
romdnesc, care a debutat cu mai bine
de un secol in urma, prin cercetarile lui
Hubert Schmidt de la Cucuteni.
Nascut la Berlin pe 9 decembrie
1957, intr-o familie de medici germani,
Alexander si Nora Boroffka, Nikolaus a
pasit pe drumul arheologiei preludnd
poate nu doarunul din prenumele sale
(Gregor Otto), dar si traditia lasata de
Grigorii losifovic¢ Borovka (1895-1942),
o ruda stabilita in Rusia, cercetator
stiintific la muzeul Ermitaj in perioada
interbelica. Acesta a fost unul dintre
primii arheologi care au prezentat arta
sciticd ca pe o artd cu trasaturi proprii,
in special in cele doua monografii ale
sale, Kunstgeschichte der Skythen,
Berlin, f.a. si Skythian Art, New York
1928. Grigorii Borovka a fost arestat in
1930 si condamnat la 10 ani de detentie
intr-un lagar din Siberia, unde a §i fost
executat in 1942. Memoriei sale i-a

National Museum of the Union, have
decided to dedicate this year’s volume
to the eminent German archaeologist
PD Dr. Nikolaus Boroffka, an old
collaborator and friend of the
Romanian school of archaeology, upon
reaching the round age of 60.

Without being part of the Saxon
archaeologists born in Romania, such
as Hans Schroller, Alfred Prox or Kurt
Horedt, Nikolaus Boroffka carries on
the long tradition of the German school
to research archaeological sites from
the Romanian territory, which began
more than a century ago with the field
research of Hubert Schmidt at
Cucuteni.

Born in Berlin on the 9" of
December 1957, in a family of German
physicians, Alexander and Nora
Boroffka, Nikolaus started treading on
the path of archaeology taking over
possibly not just several of his first
names (Gregor Otto), but also the
tradition of Grigorii losifovic Borovka
(1895-1942), a relative living in Russia,
and an interwar scientific researcher at
the Hermitage Museum. He was one of
the first archaeologists to present
Scythian art as an art having its own
features, especially in his two
monographs, Kunstgeschichte der
Skythen, Berlin, and Scythian Art, New
York 1928. Grigorii Borovka was
arrested in 1930 and sentenced to 10
years in a Siberian detention camp,
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dedicat Nikolaus studiul privind
,,Descoperiri hallstattiene tarzii la sud
de Carpati”, publicat in Apulum XXXII,
1995, p. 101-112.

Nikolaus a wurmat studiile
primare i gimnaziale pe douad
continente, in Africa, unde parintii sdi
au lucrat mai mulfi ani in Nigeria §i in
Europa, la Goethe Gymnasium din
Berlin. Intre 1971-1976 el se afli la
studii la Colegiul Ackworth, Pontefract,
in Marea Britanie. Studiile universitare
le va urma la Universitatea Christian-
Albrecht din Kiel intre anii 1976-1982,
unde il are ca profesor pe Bernhard
Hdnsel, participand la sapaturile
acestuia de la Kastanas (1977-1980).
Hdnsel devine magistrul si mentorul lui
Nikolaus, care-si pregdteste sub
indrumarea sa doctoratul la Freie
Universitit din Berlin intre 1982-
1991. In aceastd perioadd isi incepe
calatoriile de documentare in Romdnia,
tema doctoratului sau fiind cultura
Wietenberg, una dintre manifestarile
majore ale epocii bronzului din Europa
sud-esticd. Metodic si tenace, Boroffka
va invdata limba romdna, legand
prietenii cu arheologii orientati spre
tematica epocii bronzului (Tudor
Soroceanu — Cluj-Napoca, lon Motzoi-
Chicideanu —  Bucuresti, Horia
Ciugudean — Alba lulia).

In anul 1992 Boroffka isi
sustine doctoratul cu teza , Die
Wietenberg-Kultur. Ein Beitrag zur
Erforschung  der  Bronzezeit in
Stidosteuropa *, promovand cu Magna
cum laudae, lucrarea vazand lumina
tiparului doi ani mai tarziu in seria
Universitdtsforschungen zur
Préhistorischen Archdologie 19. Dr.
Rudolf Habelt GmbH (Bonn).

where he had been executed in 1942.
Nikolaus dedicated his study on “Late
Hallstatt discoveries South of the
Carpathians”, published in Apulum
XXXII, 1995, p. 101-112, to his
memory.

Nikolaus went to school on two
continents — in Africa, where his
parents worked for several years in
Nigeria, and in Europe, at the Goethe
Gymnasium in Berlin. From 1971 to
1976, he studied at the Ackworth
College, Pontefract, in the United
Kingdom. Between 1976 anf 1982, he
studied at the Christian-Albrecht
University from Kiel, under Professor
Bernhard Hdnsel and he takes part to
the excavations at Kastanas (1977-
1980). Hdinsel became the main teacher
and mentor of Nikolaus, who prepared
his doctoral thesis under his guidance
at the Freie Universitdt in Berlin from
1982 to 1991. It was during this period
that he began his travels to Romania,
the topic of his PhD being the
Wietenberg culture, one of the major
Bronze Age civilisations in South-East
Europe. Tenacious and talented,
Boroffka learned Romanian and
became good friend with several
archaeologists focusing on the Bronze
Age (Tudor Soroceanu — Cluj-Napoca,
lon Motzoi-Chicideanu — Bucuresti,
Horia Ciugudean — Alba lulia).

In 1992, Boroffka earned his
Ph.D. Magna cum laudae, with the
thesis “Die Wietenberg-Kultur. Ein
Beitrag zur Erforschung der Bronzezeit
in Stidosteuropa”, study published two
years later  in the  series
Universitditsforschungen zur
Prihistorischen Archdologie 19. Dr.
Rudolf Habelt GmbH (Bonn).
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UNIVERSITATSFORSCHUNGEN
* ZUR PRAHISTORISCHEN ARCHAOLOGIE

Aus dem Seminar fir Ur und chte der Freien Universi

Band 19

Die Wietenberg-Kultur

Ein Beifrag zur Erforschung der
Bronzezeit in Sidosteuropa

Teil 1

von

Nikolaus G. O. Boroftka

IN KOMMISSION BEI DR. RUDOLF HABELT GMBH, BONN

Coperta volumului ,,Die Wietenberg-
Kultur” (Bonn, 1994)

In  perioada petrecuta in

Romdnia pentru pregdtirea
doctoratului, Nikolaus va studia si
documenta numeroase piese
arheologice inedite din colectiile

muzeelor pe care le-a vizitat, acestea
constituind baza unor viitoare articole
in reviste de specialitate din Romania,
Germania  si  fosta  lugoslavie.
Deasemenea el va participa direct la
sapaturi arheologice din Transilvania,
fiind co-responsabil al santierului de la
Poiana Ampoiului, jud. Alba, impreuna
cu Horia Ciugudean (1991-1993).

Obtinerea titlului de doctor si
excelenta sa pregadtire stiintifica 1i
permit sa devind bursier al Fundatiei
Humboldt intre 1993-1994. El continuad
sd participe la sapaturi arheologice in
Romania, la Bistret,

Misi e dor Btiner Gellchall i Ahmoposoge, Eihwioge und Urgeschichie B 35,2014, 15 - 24

Gonur-Depe. Eine bronzezeitliche Konigsstadt in Mittelasien

Nikolaus Boroftka, Berlin

Studiul consacrat sapaiturilor de la
Gonur Depe (2014)

In the time spent in Romania
preparing his doctoral thesis, Nikolaus
studied and  published  several
archaeological  finds  from the
collections of the museums he visited,
which would be published subsequently
in articles in specialty reviews from
Romania, Germany and former
Yugoslavia. He has also directly taken
part in archaeological excavations in
Transylvania, sharing the lead of the
excavation site from Poiana Ampoiului,
Alba County, with Horia Ciugudean
(1991-1993).

His Ph.D. and his excellent
scientific background earned him a
fellowship  with  the  Humboldt
Foundation from 1993 to 1994. He
continued taking part in excavations
across Romania, at Bistret-Dunadreni,
Sighisoara and Oragtie
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Bistret, Romania (1991)

Sighisoara si Orastie (1991-1995),
impreund cu lon si Monica Chicideanu,
Radu Harhoiu Zeno-Karl Pinter si
Sabin A. Luca. Deasemenea participa §i
la sapaturi de salvare in Germania, la
Perwenitz, Cottbus, Luckau, Potsdam
etc.

Odata cu primul sau contract
cu Departamentul Eurasia al Deutsches
Archdologisches Institut in anul 1997,
cariera  lui  Nikolaus  Boroffka
inregistreaza o cotiturd decisivd. Este
vorba despre contactul sau profesional
cu spatiul asiatic, (Iran, Pakistan,
Uzbekistan, Tadjikistan, Kazahstan),
unde isi va desfdasura cu precddere
cercetdrile de teren pina in momentul

de fata.

Teleac, Romania (1993)

(1993-1995), with lon & Monica
Chicideanu, Radu Harhoiu, Zeno-Karl
Pinter and Sabin A. Luca. He also
joined rescue excavations in Germany,
at Perwenitz, Cottbus, Luckau, Potsdam
etc.

Upon signing his first contract
with the Eurasian Department of the
Deutsches Archdologisches Institut in
1997, Nikolaus Boroffka’s career took a
major turn. It enabled him to take
contact professionally with the Asian
region, (Iran, Pakistan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, Kazakhstan), where he still
mostly runs his field research to this
date.

His collaboration with the
Eurasien Abteilung continued on a
temporary basis until 2014, when he
became a full-time employee there.
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Aral, Uzbekistan (2003)

Colaborarea sa cu Eurasien
Abteilung va avea wun caracter
intermitent pind in anul 2014, cand va
deveni angajat permanent al acestei

institutii. Colaborarea sa cu alte
institutii a inclus
GeoForschungsZentrum, Potsdam

(2002-2005), Institut fiir die Sprachen
und Kulturen  Sitidasiens, Freie
Universitit Berlin (2007), Institut fiir
Archdologische Wissenschaften, Vor-
und Friihgeschichte, Johann Wolfgang
Goethe-Universitit, Frankfurt/Main
(2008).

Nikolaus a revenit ori de cdte
ori a avut ocazia in Romdnia, fie pentru
a participa la sapdturi arheologice,
precum cele de la Panade (2008-2009),
fie in cadrul unor proiecte de cercetare
a chihlimbarului, staniului sau
compozitiei bronzurilor preistorice,

Kabul, Afganistan (2014)

He has also partnered with
other institutions, such as
GeoForschungsZentrum, Potsdam
(2002-2005), Institut fiir die Sprachen
und Kulturen Sidasiens, Freie
Universitit Berlin (2007), Institut fiir
Archdologische Wissenschaften, Vor-
und Friihgeschichte, Johann Wolfgang
Goethe-Universitit, Frankfurt/Main
(2008).

Nikolaus has returned to
Romania, whenever he has had the
opportunity — whether to take part in
archaeological excavations, such as the
ones from Panade (2008-2009), or to
support projects researching amber, tin
or the composition of prehistoric
bronze, thus proving not only his
permanent interest for an important
territory for the European Prehistory,
but also his openness to a
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dovedind nu doar interesul sdu
permanent pentru un spatiu geografic
important in preistoria europeand, dar
si disponibilitatea sa pentru o abordare
pluridisciplinara, expertiza sa
incontestabila atragdndu-i numeroase
colaborari.

In afara activititii sale de
cercetare in teren, Nikolaus Boroffka a
desfasurat in paralel si o variata
activitate didactica universitard, mai
ales dupa obtinerea habilitatiei in anul
2008 la Freie Universitit din Berlin.
Tematica cursurilor sale, tinute la
universitati din Germania (Berlin,
Frankfurt a. M.), Suedia (Géteborg,
Umead) si Romdnia (Bucuresti, Cluj-
Napoca, Sibiu, Alba lulia) a inclus,
intre  altele, prezentarea epocii
bronzului dintre Marea Adriatica si
Marea Neagra, perioada timpurie a
epocii  metalelor in zona Ural,
depunerile votive din epoca bronzului
efc.

Experienta  cdstigata  de
Nikolaus de-a lungul a patru decenii de
cercetari in teren a determinat si
participarea sa in calitate de
coordonator la numeroase santiere-
scoald, intre acestea numdrdandu-se §i
fortificatia de la Teleac (Romania) din
cadrul proiectului european ,,Forging
Identities “(2010-2011).

Interesat si de valorificarea
expozitionala a patrimoniului
arheologic, Nikolaus a colaborat de-a
lungul anilor la organizarea unor
expozitii dedicate civilizatiilor epocii
bronzului, cum a fost,,Das mykenische
Hellas. Heimat der Helden Homers "
(Berlin 1988) sau ,,Comori ale epocii
bronzului din Romdnia“ (Bucuresti
1995). Deasemenea s-a implicat in

multidisciplinary  approach,  His
indisputable expertise has thus brought
about numerous opportunities for
collaboration.

In addition to running his field
archaeological research, Nikolaus
Boroffka has taught at the same time at
university level, especially after earning
his habilitation in 2008 at Freie
Universitdt in Berlin. The topics for his
courses delivered at universities from
Germany (Berlin, Frankfurt a. M.),
Sweden  (Géteborg, Umed) and
Romania (Bucuresti, Cluj-Napoca,
Sibiu, Alba lulia) have covered, among
others, an overview of the Bronze Age
in the territory between the Adriatic and
the Black Sea, the early metal age in the
Ural area, as well as votive offerings in
the Bronze Age etc.

The experience gained by
Nikolaus over four decades of field
archaeological research has also
supported him in becoming a
coordinator for several teaching
excavation sites — an important one
being the fortification from Teleac, Alba
County (Romania), as part of the
European project “Forging Identities”
(2010-2011).

Nikolaus was also interested in
the valorization of archaeological
heritage to the public, so he took part in
the organizing of different exhibitions,
mostly dedicated to the Bronze Age
civilization, such as ,,Das mykenische
Hellas. Heimat der Helden Homers “
(Berlin 1988) or , Treasures of the
Bronze Age in Romania*“ (Bucuresti
1995). He had also reorganized several
museum collections in the countries he
has excavated (Alba lulia, Sighisoara,
Bucuresti, Taskent, Termez, Bajsun etc).
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reorganizarea a numeroase colectii
arheologice din zonele unde a fdacut
cercetari (Alba lulia, Sighisoara,
Bucuresti, Taskent, Termez, Bajsun etc).

A fost cooptat in colegiile
editoriale ale mai multor reviste,
precum:  Romanian  Journal of
Archaeology (www.archaeology.ro),
Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to
Siberia  (Verlag: Brill, Leiden),
Tyragetia  (Chisinau), Apxeonocis
(Kiev), Peuce (Tulcea) etc.

Pentru anii ce vin,impreuna cu
tofi prietenii §i colegii, ii urez lui
Nikolaus fericire si prosperitate in viata
personald, precum si continuarea
activitatii sale pline de succes gi
creativitate in domeniul arheologiei
eurasiatice.

AD MULTOS ANNOS !

Aiud, noiembrie 2017

He is a member of the editorial
board of several journals, such as
Romanian Journal of Archaeology
(www.archaeology.ro), Ancient
Civilizations from Scythia to Siberia
(Verlag: Brill, Leiden), Tyragetia
(Chisinau), Apxeonocin (Kiev), Peuce
(Tulcea) etc.

For the coming years, together
with his friends and colleagues all over
the world, I wish Nikolaus happiness
and welfare for his personal life as well
as for the continuation of his successful
and creative work in the field
of Eurasian archaeology.

AD MULTOS ANNOS' !

Horia CIUGUDEAN
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' N. Boroffka, 1. Al. Aldea,
si H. Ciugudean la
Alba lulia (1993)

N. Boroffka in mina de la
Musiston, Tadjikistan
(1998)

N. Boroffka pe santierul de
la Tachti Sangin (2004)
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N. Boroffka pe santierul de la Ajazskul, Uzbekistan (2003)

N. Boroffka impreuni cu S. Hansen (stg.), H. Ciugudean (dr.), colegi si studenti la
Teleac (2011)
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