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AUREL RUSTOIU LA A 60-A ANIVERSARE

Cu ocazia implinirii a 60 de
ani de catre reputatul arheolog dr.
habil. Aurel Rustoiu, aducem un
omagiu sincer unei personalititi care
a  marcat decisiv  cercetarea
arheologicd din Romania si din
spatiul central si est-european.

Format incd  dinaintea
studentiei sub indrumarea
regretatului arheolog Florin Medelet,
el si-a desavarsit pregatirea la
Universitatea ,,Babes-Bolyai” din
Cluj-Napoca, in cadrul Facultatii de
Istorie si Filosofie. Lucrarea sa de
doctorat, publicatd in 1996 si
dedicatd metalurgiei bronzului Ia
daci, rdmane un reper international,
completatda exemplar de analiza
fibulelor din Dacia preromana,
aparutd in 1997 si consideratd si
astazi un model de analiza tipologica
si contextuala.

Cariera sa stiintificd este legata de Institutul de Arheologie si Istoria
Artei din Cluj-Napoca, unde din 2017 este doctor habilitat si conducétor de
doctorate, dezvoltand directii metodologice inovatoare si colective de cercetare
performante. Este, de asemenea, profesor asociat la Universitatea de Vest din
Timisoara, implicandu-se activ in formarea noilor generatii de cercetatori.

Aurel Rustoiu s-a remarcat $i printr-o sustinuta activitate arheologica de
teren. A coordonat cercetari arheologice importante in tard, dintre care cele mai
semnificative au fost cele de la Sighisoara - Wietenberg si Divici - Grad, dar si
in striinatate, la Solotvino si Bila Terkova, in Ucraina Transcarpatica. in prezent
coordoneaza proiecte de cercetare arheologica sistematicd in colaborare cu
Muzeul National al Unirii din Alba Iulia, de la cimitirele din epoca fierului de la
Sancrai - Darvas si la cetatile dacice de la Cugir si Capalna. A fost membru,
coordonator si mentor in numeroase proiecte de cercetare §i granturi nationale si
internationale, construind punti durabile Intre institutii, generatii, echipe si scoli
arheologice.




X Laudatio

Este autor a 12 carti, editor al mai multor volume de studii si semnatar a
peste 150 de articole, studii si note stiintifice, multe dintre ele publicate in
reviste de prestigiu international. Studiile sale despre comunitatile dacice, celtice
si nord-tracice raman repere indispensabile pentru oricine abordeaza
problematica interactiunilor etno-culturale din prima epoca a fierului si pand la
Roma imperiald. Prin publicatiile sale, Aurel Rustoiu a contribuit decisiv la
reinnoirea metodologica a disciplinei si la afirmarea arheologiei roméanesti in
dialogul stiintific european. De-a lungul carierei editoriale si stiintifice a
colaborat cu numerosi cercetatori din tard si straindtate, intre care Mariana E.
Egri, losif Vasile Ferencz, Sandor Berecki, Andreea M. Dragan, Andrei V.
Georgescu, Adrian C. Casalean, Gabriel T. Rustoiu, Valeriu Sirbu, J. Vincent S.
Megaw, Matthew M. McCarty, Calin Cosma, Gelu Florea, Horea D. Pop, Adrian
Ursutiu, Gabriela Gheorghiu, Valentin Vasiliev, Eduard A. Balaguri, loan
Andritoiu, Ton Horatiu Crisan, Marian Guma, Vasile Moga, Corneliu Gaiu,
Caius Sacarin, Alexandru Szentmiklosi, Eduard M. Nemeth, Alexandru Gudea,
Dumitru Gh. Tamba, Emilian Teleaga, Cristian 1. Popa, Cristinel Plantos,
Gabriel D. Baltes, Alexandra Comsa, Mathilda Takécs, Florin Gogaltan, Sorin
Cocis, Constantin Inel, Valentin Cetean, Gabriel Craciunescu, Corina Turc si
Claudiu Lisovski-Chelesanu.

Aurel Rustoiu a participat la numeroase conferinte si simpozioane
internationale, printre care cele mai importante ar fi cele de la Roma, Italia
(2008); Heidelberg, Germania (2009); Cambridge, UK (2011, 2015);
Carnuntum, Austria (2012); Rzeszoéw, Polonia (2012); Pilsen, Cehia (2013);
Sofia, Bulgaria (2013); Manching, Germania (2014); Istanbul, Turcia (2014);
Barcelona, Spania (2018); Praga, Cehia (2018); Chisindu, Republica Moldova
(2018); Stara Lesna, Slovacia (2019); King’s College London, UK (2019),
Mikulov, Cehia (2022); Budapesta, Ungaria (2022); Ji¢in, Cehia (2023); Zilina,
Slovacia (2024); Zlin, Cehia (2025).

Este membru in consiliul stiintific al Muzeului National Brukenthal din
Sibiu, Muzeului Banatului din Timisoara si Muzeului Satului Banatean
Timisoara, si a fost, de asemenea, implicat activ In consilii $i comisii nationale
precum CNATDCU sau Comisia Nationalda de Arheologie, contribuind prin
experientd, echilibru si autoritate profesionald la definirea standardelor in
cercetare si patrimoniu. Din 2019 este membru de onoare al Institutului National
de Arheologie cu Muzeu al Academiei Bulgare de Stiinte, in semn de
recunoastere a contributiei sale la dezvoltarea arheologiei in Bulgaria, iar in
acelasi an a fost distins si cu Premiul George Baritiu al Academiei Romane.

Prin deschidere interdisciplinard, culturda vasta si elegantd intelectuala,
Aurel Rustoiu a creat o scoald de gandire recunoscuta pentru acuratete,
creativitate si spirit critic. In acelasi timp, a avut curajul intelectual de a iesi din
tiparele metodologice conventionale, promovand o arheologie autentica, atenta
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la identitati, mobilitati, cauzalitatea miscarilor de populatii si dinamica
interactiunilor culturale. Aceastd deschidere conceptuald a stimulat reflectia
criticd si a oferit disciplinei repere moderne de interpretare.

Aurel Rustoiu a organizat conferinte si workshop-uri la Cluj-Napoca,
Alba Iulia si, mai recent, la Timisoara, contribuind la dinamizarea dialogului
stiintific international. De asemenea, este activ In promovarea patrimoniului
arheologic prin prezentari de popularizare si contribufii la volume destinate
publicului cultivat mai larg, aducand rezultatele cercetarii arheologice mai
aproape de comunitate.

Un capitol aparte al activitatii sale il reprezintd mentoratul. Generatii
intregi de arheologi — de la cercetatori tineri aflati la inceput de drum péna la
specialisti astazi deplin afirmati — ii datoreaza nu doar indrumare stiintifica, ci si
incredere, generozitate intelectuald si sprijin uman. Aurel Rustoiu nu a cultivat
niciodatd cunoasterea ca pe un bun rezervat, ci a Impartasit constant idei, metode
si resurse, Incurajand dialogul, creativitatea si autonomia profesionala.

Mai putin cunoscut in afara cercului apropiat, dar revelator pentru latura
sa reflexiva si ludica, este volumul de poezii Dadaism versus blablaism. Poezii
de carantina (2020), care 1i dezvaluie umorul subtil, sensibilitatea si apetitul
pentru jocul conceptual, addugind o notd surprinzitoare si fermecatoare
profilului sdu intelectual.

La aniversarea celor sase decenii de viatd, 1i adresim cele mai calde
felicitari, cu recunostintd pentru contributiile sale exceptionale si cu admiratie
pentru energia cercetitoare pe care o intruchipeaza. li dorim sanitate, putere de
creatie si ani multi de cercetare rodnicd, convingi cd munca sa va continua sa
inspire generatii viitoare de arheologi.

La multi ani, cu pretuire si respect!

BERECKI Sandor
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AUREL RUSTOIU ON THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY

On the occasion of the 60th
birthday of distinguished
archaeologist Dr. Aurel Rustoiu,
we pay sincere tribute to a
personality who has had decisive
impact on archaeological research
in Romania and Central and
Eastern Europe.

Mentored even before his
university years by the late
archaeologist Florin Medelet, he
completed his graduate studies at
Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-
Napoca, in the Faculty of History
and Philosophy. His doctoral
thesis, published in 1996 and
dedicated to Dacian bronze
metallurgy, remains an
international milestone,
complemented by his exemplary
analysis of fibulae from pre-Roman
Dacia, published in 1997 and still
considered a model today of
typological and contextual analysis.

His scientific career is closely linked to the Institute of Archaeology and
Art History in Cluj-Napoca, where he has been a habilitated doctor and PhD
supervisor since 2017, developing innovative methodological approaches and
high-performing research teams. He is also an associate professor at the West
University of Timisoara, where he is actively involved in training new
generations of researchers.

Aurel Rustoiu also has a distinguished record of archaeological
fieldwork. He has coordinated important archaeological research in Romania,
most notably the excavations at Sighisoara - Wietenberg and Divici - Grad, as
well as abroad, at Solotvino and Bila Tserkva in Transcarpathian Ukraine. He
currently leads systematic archaeological research projects in collaboration with
the National Museum of the Union in Alba Iulia, at the Iron Age cemeteries in
Sancrai - Darvas and the Dacian fortresses in Cugir and Capalna. He has been a
member, coordinator, and mentor in numerous research projects and national
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and international grants, building lasting bridges between institutions,
generations, teams, and archaeological schools.

He is the author of 12 books, editor of several volumes, and author of
over 150 articles, studies, and scholarly notes, many of which have been
published in prestigious international journals. His studies on the Dacian, Celtic,
and North Thracian communities remain indispensable references for anyone
addressing the issue of ethno-cultural interactions from the Early Iron Age to the
Roman Empire. Through his publications, Aurel Rustoiu has made a decisive
contribution to the methodological renewal of the discipline and to the
affirmation of Romanian archaeology in European academic debate. Throughout
his editorial and scientific career, he has collaborated with numerous researchers
from Romania and abroad, including Mariana E. Egri, losif Vasile Ferencz, and
Sandor Berecki, Andreea M. Dragan, Andrei V. Georgescu, Adrian C. Céasilean,
Gabriel T. Rustoiu, Valeriu Sirbu, J. Vincent S. Megaw, Matthew M. McCarty,
Cilin Cosma, Gelu Florea, Horea D. Pop, Adrian Ursutiu, Gabriela Gheorghiu,
Valentin Vasiliev, Eduard A. Balaguri, loan Andritoiu, lon Horatiu Crisan,
Marian Guma, Vasile Moga, Corneliu Gaiu, Caius Sacarin, Alexandru
Szentmiklosi, Eduard M. Nemeth, Alexandru Gudea, Dumitru Gh. Tamba,
Emilian Teleaga, Cristian I. Popa, Cristinel Plantos, Gabriel D. Baltes,
Alexandra Comsa, Mathilda Takacs, Florin Gogéltan, Sorin Cocis, Constantin
Inel, Valentin Cetean, Gabriel Craciunescu, Corina Turc, Roxana Grindean, Ioan
Tantau and Claudiu Lisovski-Chelesanu.

Aurel Rustoiu has attended numerous international conferences and
symposia, among the most important being those in Rome, Italy (2008);
Heidelberg, Germany (2009); Cambridge, UK (2011, 2015); Carnuntum, Austria
(2012); Rzeszow, Poland (2012); Pilsen, Czech Republic (2013); Sofia, Bulgaria
(2013); Manching, Germany (2014); Istanbul, Turkey (2014); Barcelona, Spain
(2018); Prague, Czech Republic (2018); Chisindu, Republic of Moldova (2018);
Stara Lesna, Slovakia (2019); King’s College London, UK (2019); Mikulov,
Czech Republic (2022); Budapest, Hungary (2022); Ji¢in, Czech Republic
(2023); Zilina, Slovakia (2024); Zlin, Czech Republic (2025).

He is a member of the scientific councils of the Brukenthal National
Museum in Sibiu, the Banat Museum in Timisoara, and the Banat Village
Museum in Timigoara, and has also been actively involved in national councils
and commissions such as CNATDCU and the National Commission for
Archaeology, contributing his experience, balance, and professional authority to
defining standards in research and heritage. Since 2019, he has been an honorary
member of the National Archaeological Institute with Museum at the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences, in recognition of his contribution to the development of
archacology in Bulgaria; that same year, he was awarded the George Baritiu
Prize by the Romanian Academy.
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Through his interdisciplinary approach, wide-ranging culture, and
intellectual elegance, Aurel Rustoiu has forged a scholarly profile recognized for
its accuracy, creativity, and critical spirit. At the same time, he has shown the
intellectual courage to move beyond conventional methodological patterns,
promoting an authentic archaeology attentive to identity, mobility, the causes of
population movements, and the dynamics of cultural interaction. This conceptual
openness has stimulated critical reflection and provided the discipline with
modern interpretative landmarks.

Aurel Rustoiu has organized conferences and workshops in Cluj-
Napoca, Alba Iulia, and, more recently, in Timisoara, contributing to the
international scientific dialogue. He is also active in promoting archaeological
heritage through public lectures and written contributions to volumes aimed at a
wider educated audience, bringing the results of archaeological research closer
to the community.

A particular aspect of his professional activity is mentoring. Generations
of archaeologists, from young researchers at the beginning of their careers to
fully established specialists, owe him not only scientific guidance, but also his
confidence, intellectual generosity, and human support. Aurel Rustoiu has never
treated knowledge as a guarded asset; he has consistently shared ideas, methods,
and resources, encouraging dialogue, creativity, and professional autonomy.

Less well known beyond his immediate circle, but illustrative of his
reflective and ludic side, is the poetry volume Dadaism versus blablaism. Poezii
de carantina (2020), which reveals his subtle humour, sensitivity and an appetite
for conceptual play, adding a surprising and charming note to his intellectual
profile.

On the occasion of his sixtieth birthday, we salute him with warmest
congratulations, with gratitude for his exceptional contributions and with
admiration for the research energy he embodies. We wish him good health,
creative strength, and many years of productive research, confident that his work
will continue to inspire future generations of archaeologists.

Happy birthday, with esteem and respect!

BERECKI Sandor
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